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Brothers, 1960, p. 94.
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ABSTRACT

Alexis de Tocqueville’s Life and Thoughts

Wanki Paik

This paper briefly examines Tocqueville's family background and career to obtain an
exact understanding of his thoughts on social, political and historical problems. He
perceived the flow of history as the march of the egalitarianism which began to emerge from
the 12th century on that had then come to be irresistible in addition to more prudent forces
in Western Europe.

Egalitarianism had grown, sometimes slowly, sometimes rapidly through seven hundred
years in Western Europe and finally resulted in the “equality of conditions.” The “equality of
conditions” entailed democracy characterized by human rights, liberty, equality, and the
sovereignty of the people. Tocqueville confessed that he accepted democracy with his head,
but refused it with his heart. He analyzed the advantages as well as the disadvantages of
democracy. He warned anti-democratic royalist conservatives that democracy could not but
be accepted because of the irresistible flow of history, but at the same time reminded
pro-democratic radical liberals that democracy could properly work only under certain
conditions. Liberty brings prosperity only to the people who can keep it, but it gives
irresponsible people enormous causalities. People usually prefer equality to liberty to the
extent that they throw away the latter. People intoxicated with equality fond of living alone
without any connections with their neighbors usually fall to isolationism and powerlessness.
Such people naturally search for a strong power on which they can rely. Equality eventually
comes to bring dictatorship. This is called the paradox of democracy. His arguments
continue to indicate that the vital defect of democracy is the tyranny of the majority.
Tocqueville's thought really contributes to finding the workability of democracy by

indicating its defects.

[Keywords: Egalitarianism, Equality of Conditions, Liberty, Equality, Democracy, Tyranny
of Majority Rule)



