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<Abstract>

Conflict and Co-existence in the

Multi-religious Society

. Religion in the Public Sphere

Hyun Jong Choi (Seoul Theological University)

In this paper I examined the position of religion in the public sphere
and the relationship between state and religion in modern society. First, I
examined the different views of religion in the public sphere between
Robert Audi and Nicholas Wolterstoff. In this controversy, Audi takes a
more liberal position to limit the role of religion in the public sphere,
Wolterstoff takes a more religious-oriented position to embrace religious
diversity.

Next, I examined the relation types between state and religion
according to Monika Wohlrab-Sahr and Marian Burchardt. These types are:
1) a type for individual liberty (USA), 2) a type for balancing/pacifying
religious diversity (The Netherlands), 3) a type for social/national
integration and development(France and Turkey) and 4) a type for the
independent development of functional domains. After 1 looked into
exemplary nations of the each type, I additionally examined the cases of
Indonesia and Singapore which have legislation which limit missionary
work. Both Nations can be categorized as a mixed type of the second and
third types. Among these types, the first type is closer to Audi's position,
whereas the second one is closer to Wolterstoff's.

In conclusion, it can be said that the politics about religion in many
countries in the 20th century were closer to Audi's position than to
Wolterstoff's, because they have limited or excluded as much as possible

the role of religion in the public sphere, or have pursued the 'wait and
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see' model. However, in the consumer society according to Bouma and
Ling, religion can be rather an important means of expressing diverse
identity and cultural integration. This importance can be identified as
change in the Netherlands with the rise of Islam, and a weakening of
secularism in Turkey. J. Habermas, a famous German sociologist, also has
changed his position regarding religion in the public sphere from a more
liberal position to a more religious one. To accomplish a pluralistic society
of the 21st century the attitude is needed that one's own faith including
secular rationality is not absolute and that one is willing to listen to the

other great religious traditions.

Key Words: Politics and Religion, Public Sphere, Independent Source,

Secularity, Non-establishment



