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Abstract

The Religious Policy of Korea and the
Reactions of Korean Religions

. focusing on Buddhism, Catholicism, Protestantism

Yoon, Yong Bok(Seoul National University)

The purpose of this research is to understand how korean religions
respond to the religious policy of the state and the national institutes. For
this purpose Buddhism, Catholicism, Protestantism, are reviewed in this
research, because these religions are the predominant religions in Korea.

Just after Korea’s Liberation from Japanese colonial rule, there are
the irrational matters in the religious policies of the US Military
Government in Korea. From the beginning, the US Military Government
from Christian background carried out the policies of the special
treatments about Christianity. These policies continued all the period of
the First Republic of Korea after the US Military Government.

After Korea's Liberation, the Korean Buddhists were divided up into
two groups, Bhikku and Daechu, that is to say the celibate Buddhist monks
and the married Buddhist priests. After that, the conflicts between these
two groups began and those conflicts became amplified by the intervention
of politics. Because of their internal conflicts, the Korean Buddhists could
not cope actively with the policies of the special treatments about
Christianity. The basic reason why the Korean Buddhists did those acts
lay in Japanese colonial period, but the US Military Government and the
First Republic of Korea had responsibilities of their acts.

The Korean Catholics cooperated with the US Military Government,
and with the First Republic of Korea in the beginning. But the Korean

Catholics began to criticize the Syngman Rhee government and the Liberal
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Party of President Rhee until 1950’s. Since then the Park Junghee regime,
the Korean Catholics were divided into the conservative group and
progressive group. Their division existed only within the Catholicism, don't
have been revealed to outside. But by the 2000’s their conflicts began to
percolate outwards.

The Korean Protestants made good use of their main chance. In days
of Korea's Liberation, the Protestants in Korea were small in number.
Nevertheless the reason why the Korean Protestants were active was that
there were the US Military Government and the Syngman Rhee
government that had a friendly attitude to Christianity, the Protestant
Leaders who had experienced the American protestant culture, and their

taking part in the US Military Government.

Key Words : religious policy, reaction, Buddhism, Catholicism,
Protestantism, military religious affairs system, legal
holiday.





