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{Key conceptsy: diary, digitized text, topic modeling, validity, prior domain
expertise, bag of words, distant reading

An Illustrative Application of Topic Modeling
Method to a Farmer’s Diary

Nahm, Choon—Ho*

Rapid digitization of text documents, including personal diaries,
raised a new puzzle: how can researchers analyze ‘large quantities’
of textual data efficiently and effectively? The author presents topic
modeling as a promising solution to these challenges. The most
distinctive feature of topic models is that they provide an automated
procedure for coding the content of a corpus of texts into a set
of substantively meaningful categories called ‘topics’. The author
discussed the theoretical presumptions of the topic modeling
technique. The author illustrated the strength of topic modeling
methods as a means of analyzing large text corpora by applying them
to a farmer’s diary (Appo diary). Topics extracted by topic modeling
method are significant in terms of interpretability and external
validity. Most of the results of topic modeling coincide with the
results of traditional content analysis. In addition, topic modeling

extracted a new topic, which the traditional content analysis had

* Professor, Chonbuk National University
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overlooked. Based on this findings, the author discussed the demands
and limitations of the methods focusing on three major
characteristics of topic modeling methods: Bag of words assumption,
no need of a priori coding list (prior domain expertise), and distant

reading.
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