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Transnational Care for Left-Behind Aged Parents
Living in Uzbekistan:
A Case of Koryein Migrants in Gwangju Metropolitan

Kim, Kyunghak*

This study aims at exploring transnational care for left-behind
aged parents living in Uzbekistan with particular reference to ‘Uzbek
Koryein’ (Korean ethnic group in Uzbekistan) migrants in Korea.
The post-Soviet Union mass emigration of ‘Uzbek Koryein’ takes
place mainly due to harsh conditions like economic hardship and
Uzbek ethno-religious nationalism. The aged parents of members of
transnational ‘Uzbek Koryein’ families can remain in need of help
and care when their adult children migrate to Korea. Most ‘Uzbek
Koryein’ migrants in Korea maintain their transnational family ties
with their left behind older family members on the bases of some
transnational care practices like remittances, virtual intimacy through
ICTs (information and telecommunications technologies), and visit

to homeland.

* Professor, Department of Anthropology, Chonnam National University
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This research also tries to listen to the later lives, experience, and
feelings of aged parents left-behind after their adult children’s
emigration since many research tend to overlook the perspectives of
elderly generations on international migration and exchange of care
among the transnational family members.

Because of the Uzbekistan’s longstanding economic deterioration,
migration has become an essential livelihood strategy among many
‘Uzbek Koryein’ families. The monetary remittances of ‘Uzbek
Koryein® in Korea highly contribute to the wellbeing of their family
members, especially older members in terms of medical treatment
and promotion of living standard. This study clearly shows that
because relying on Uzbekistan state aged-care services is perceived
by most ‘Uzbek Koryein’ as not being adequately, the aforemen-
tioned transnational cares practiced by adult children of ‘Uzbek
Koryein’ in Korea become pivotal for main avenue of care-giving

activities for their aged parents in homeland.
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