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{Key concepts): apartment, apartment complex, apartment community, gated
community, brand apartment, urban housing

Conditions and Practices of Community-Making
at Brand Apartment Complexes in South Korea

Jung, Heon—mok*

This article explores the collective action against socio-economic
transition related to apartment complexes in 2010s South Korea. The
2010s are a period in which the model for increasing one’s wealth
centering on the purchase and sales of apartments began not to work
as in the past due to the combination of elements including the effect
of the global financial crisis, an increase in household loans, and
an increase in single households. Consequently, apartment complexes
in South Korea have started to demand “values” different in kind
from that pursued in the past. “Values” surrounding living spaces
tied together with social elements including the management of
shared spaces and residents’ committees, which dealt with problems
related to apartment complexes overall, have come to be highlighted.
As the “values” to be taken into consideration in apartment
complexes have become diverse, the standards and methods for

creating and assessing value have become diverse, too. In particular,

* Lecturer, Department of Cultural Anthropology, Kangwon National University
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as the actors intervening in all of these activities likewise have
become plural, what has newly caught attention is the issue of
“collectives.” In this study, I analysis the activity of a small group
which appeared at a brand apartment complex located near Seoul.
Through this case study, I examine the practical conditions related
to apartment complexes in South Korea, and discuss the collectivity
and the nature of the “apartment community” formed under those

conditions.
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