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History of Industrialization, Socio-economic

Differentiation, and Worker’s Resistance:

An Ethnographic Study of Binh Duong Province

Chae, Suhong*

This article is an ethnographic study based on fieldwork
conducted from the summer of 2008 to early 2010 in Binh Duong,
an industrial area in south Vietnam. This ethnography intends to deal
with three aspects.

First, I will describe the history of industrialization in the area.
In doing so, I will explain how the historical characteristics of the
area were deeply associated with the workers’ sensitive responses
to the economic cycle, consumer prices, wages, and labor markets
as well as their particular ways of resistance.

Second, this ethnography explores the socioeconomic differences
between the native people and domestic immigrant workers. In
addition, I will show that socioeconomic conditions are also different
among immigrant workers in accordance with their skills and

positions in the factories.

* Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Seoul National University
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Third, this study attends to the ways in which immigrant
(especially unskilled) workers coped with their unfavorable living
conditions by taking advantage of their social relations and cultural
assets.

In sum, while exploring the political economic conditions and
the social cultural characteristics formed historically and found in
this industrial area, this study attempts to provide an opportunity to
reflect on the potentiality and limitations of workers’ attempts to

empower themselves.
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