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< Abstract >

Through Xunzi’s thought on qunif looking into desires

and nature

- Based on the distinction between humans and animals -

Chang, Wontae
(Department of Philosophy, Seoul National University)

Xunzi's thought on qun #if consists of two stages. In the first stage the
discussion centers on the necessity of a society. For the human kind, the
ability to form a society not only enables him to rule as 'lord of all
creation' but also forms a basic condition for survival. In this context, Xunzi
evaluates human desires and emotions by the standard of formation and
continuation of the society. When he states that human nature is 'evil' it
does not mean human desires and emotions are in themselves so, but that
human nature which consists mainly of desires and emotions cause problems
within the society. In the second stage the discussion focuses on order
realized within the society. Xunzi goes beyond comparison between mankind
and beasts, extends the evaluation to man-made customs and philosophies,
finally offering ritual (/if&) as the ultimate alternative. Censuring human
deficiency seems initially to be Xunzi's main purpose in his discussion of
human desires, emotions and nature, but in this second stage he reveals that
human nature is what allows the realization of the ideal society, as it
functions as the backdrop of human transformation. This does not signify
Xunzi believed the society is equipped with ritual to begin with.
Nevertheless, the potential lies in that the human society is capable of
embracing and realizing ritual as the ideal system, just as human desires,

emotions and nature is potentially capable of transformation.

Key words: Xunzi, human nature, qun, society, desire
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