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The Analysis of the Longitudinal Trend of the Sense of Community
in Adolescence and its Predictors*

Park, Hyun—Jeong™
Kim, Jun—OKk™"
Son, Yoon—Hee

This study analyzed the longitudinal trend of sense of community in adolescence and the
predictors of the change. For the analysis, the middle school cohort data from the Korean Youth
and Children Panel Survey was used. The subjects were 2,218 middle school students who
had been measured repeatedly over five years from 2010 to 2014 and multi-level growth model
was applied. The major results of the research were as follows. First, adolescents’ sense of
community increased linearly over the years and the individual differences in the initial status
and the change rate were significant. Second, the initial status increased as the family income
increased and as the relationship with parents was positive. The change rate was significant
and positive for female students and the good relationship with parents had a negative influence
on the change rate. Third, at each time point, the influences of the hours of activities in social
participation and the peer relationship on the sense of community were significant and these
relationships changed as the time goes on. The influences of the relationship on the relationship
with teachers and the observation of school regulations were significant at each time point
as well, however, these relationships didn’t change over time. Based on the research results,
the implication of the longitudinal trend of sense of community and policy suggestions were

discussed.

Key words: Sense of Community, Hours of Activities in Soical Participation, Multi-level

Growth Model, Time-Varying Covariates
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