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Yang, Hyun—Kwon (2008) A Pedagogical Understanding of the English definite Article:
An ‘Educational Grammar’ Perspective. Foreign Language FEducation Research 11,
66-83.

The is the commonest word in English. This word is also known as one of the most
difficult grammatical items for Korean learners of English as a foreign language.
This paper focuses on the non-generic use of the English definite article, and
examines the grammatical descriptions of the article in Advanced English Grammar
and English Grammar in Use. It reveals that some of the important usages of the
definite article are not included in 'the grammar books', and observes, following
Park and Song (2001), that these unlisted usages cause much difficulty for Korean
learners to improve accuracy in the article use. Underscoring the organic view of
language, the paper proposes that a comprehensive and systematic understanding of
'grammar ' is prerequisite for optimum efficiency in teaching the English definite
article to Korean EFL learners.
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The is by far the commonest word in English, and with a and an makes
up 8.5% of all text. (Berry, 1993, p. v)

weba GEAE AUE dGsts 42 golE dmol® osl=d SloiA,
53] Aeds st oA, v Tast.
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Here 1s a glass, some water, three coins. Watch! I put the
water into the glass, then drop the coins one by one into the
water.
(2) BAF Bl Yo o 97 BAME 583 o
My office is the room on your right.
The water in the glass has now turned pink.
The light is on in the dining room.
The coat you gave me isn't mine.
(3) &JF-AQ ZFgow nFo], A7t 7hel7l= Aty AbeEol
T o
A: There's someone at the door. Don't you hear the bell?
B: Perhaps it's the milkman. No, it's the postman.
(4) &AL HAE, A5 (first, second, third, ...), next, same
ol PALE At AfdE 1 wMANE 5EAS AlEoly AlES
71e]7]1 A ©|B & the 7} &=
New York is the largest city in the world.

]

That's the third time you've trodden my toe.
The same thing happened to me yesterday.
(5) ol" F/FY &5 HAAE debd v (generic use)
The dog is a faithful animal.
The eagle is the king of birds.
6) B9 FRO Fah= glo] syl gl e @
SFoll E1tt.

the sun, the moon, the earth, the universe, the Lord(=God),

Ip
rlo

o}

the Pope,
the Almighty, the Devil(=Satan), the Bible
(7) oftWATo] FA& wol df ¥AE BA e ARl
BIAHE &
the history of the world «cf. world history
the paper of Canada cf. Canadian paper
the literature of America cf. American literature
the supervision of the United Nations c¢f. United Nations
supervision
(8) REPAS} AFAA F44 vE edc,
succeed to the crown(%$E Al53s})
be destined for the church(&FA}7} & 9o|t})
The pen is mightier than the sword.
All the mother in her awoke.
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(9) 7 A dix=E =od o

the sea vs. the land

living in the town vs. living in the country

the left vs. the right
(10) 718t #-&4 FFNA

I slapped him in the face.

She held me by the sleeve, and wouldn't let me go.
(11) S8 F-AH4 3ol A

I loved him all the better for his faults.

The sooner, the better.

dol Gaabel tigt ‘mggdE Ao o] V|ES o] EH WS
FH BAAANE e gE B3O ttEZA &tl. 'English Grammar in
Use'= @Al SEuvgtelr dy E8H= ¥ g5
7FA] o] T}

=2
)
N
N
4o
jhn)
o

2) 'English Grammar in Use' (3rd. Edition)

'English Grammar in Use'© A1 Unit 72 ol A ABALS B A BALSE thv] &}od
AA T, o2 GAAbe] #AS T|e Thed 783 FESE &4 = A

ol o}

Compare a and the in these examples:
A man and a woman were sitting opposite me. The man was American,
but I think the woman was British.
When we were on holidays, we stayed at a hotel. Sometimes we
ate at the hotel and sometimes we went to a restaurant.

el AAIE ABALY &M o]EvF 'dl§ & (anaphoric use)' O,
‘A o] A A &g Akt
'English Grammar in Use'o|lAX+= o8& 8Ho ¢3dlo] th3 8HS A4

g}

We use the when we are thinking of a specific thing. Compare a/an
and the:
Tim sat down on a chair. (perhaps one of many chairs in the room)
Tim sat down on the chair nearest the door. (a specific chair)
Paula is looking for a job. (not a specific job)
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Did Paula get the job she applied for? (a specific job)
Have you got a car? (not a specific car)
I cleaned the car yesterday. (= my car)

of WS ‘AP WA o F WA FEI A WA e et
A WA =53 #BHEEte] 'English Grammar in Use'odlA & o2 AWE

We use the when it is clear in the situation which thing or person
we mean. For example, in a room we talk about the light/ the floor/
the ceiling/ the door/ the carpet etc.:
Can you turn off the light, please? (=the light in this room)
I took a taxi to the station. (=the station in that town)

'English Grammar in Use'©| A= Unit 72 ol ©]o] Unit 73 A= AHHALE
SHES AAIST. G52 1 A ol

We use the when there is only one of something:
What is the longest river in the wor1d? (there is only one longest
river)
The earth goes round the sun and the moon goes round the earth.
Have you ever crossed the equator?
I'm going away at the end of this month.

gl ANE $Re  CWFGEY A o v wAsk oA WA S
A’

ool = do] AHIALe]l wEFAZA ¥ #H# FWH O UlE UES
'TEFGEH 'Y 'English Grammar in Use' & FA1o02 2y HQITH, o]l &
A2 Y W&y Al WA oA FEE 5SS AYed, 23S viE
QA e ol EAS FAH ‘SH'om EHFslete] Udsta v
Holt},

Aojx EARJozAe W AH EFIe= IFAER stodw dEsid
gego EAS dAEn Jslvd Ews ot add S53kE HdHe
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Song # Park(2001)2 k=3l st 59| o] JaAAte a5 A
HEA4 &9 28 Fo A3, o] Ao AxE &
b g 7HAE FggAtEe] 9o THk Aolete A | A
EAQZ g0 fgaiMe & AFEE He Wi T gE EXH3 &
efr = w3 BgeE HBHIdus Hou. e =& AgwrE
Q2 7
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5ol ek AwS Song # Park(2001) A &

)

1 1

'Superlatives,' 'Anaphoric uses,' 'Wider situational uses,' and
'Referring to unique items' are also the usage types where both
proficiency groups showed high accuracy rate around 80% without
significant difference. In this case, the high accuracy rate can be
attributed to the fact that these usage types are not so complex to

learn and often taught in the classroom.®

Qo] AFH ‘HaF E3 (superlatives), ‘g’ -89 (anaphoric uses),
‘ol Aksr wgl 8 (wider  situational  uses) @ H FUdE
A A" &¥H(referring to unique items) o< ‘AL Pd-H3NA % 'English
Grammar in Use'®] g¥Abo] #s &H 7]& W&o xstyo] Q).

® Song 3 Park(200DelAE do] AAre] HEAH 8L, Hawkins(1978)9}

Berry(1993)d <A 3ste], 2% 12 7IXE EFsta ). th&& 'superlatives',
'‘anaphoric uses', 'wider situational uses'$} 'referring to unique items'®] Z}7}<]
o| 2 Song 3 Park(2001)e] 4 21&3 Aot}

The first person to sail to America was an Icelander.

But then I came on a man playing harp. It was a black harp ... and the man was

dressed as a gorilla!

I've got to collect my husband from the station.

After a while the sun gets warmer.



Song ¥} Park(2001)¢] w=2W, SHAELS ‘of-o] o 9% 5438 &9
(nouns quantified by of-phrase), ‘I3 w8’ £ (associative anaphoric
uses), ‘52’ (appositives)&W¥  ‘FEZ A3 &W(surrounding

R4

B =RolAE, Song ¥ Park(200D)ell A eb= @], ‘of-of ol 9]E
S &S B2 Agns Bl 899 F=dA Astaz . o
b ol &Wel diste] A Wi gEAEC]l Aok 60% HEC
s Bl 9 o Al Sl disiA = 50% = 1 olste] s
B7) welet.

e #=el st sl sl ofewe 7= & Jked
g &t FEA g 839 dE Song I Park(2001)4 &3
2

7o)t} )

g

You live in Paris. The address is in your passport.
Don't go in there, Chum. The dog will bite you.

Song ¥ Park(2001)° A= o] F &Me] g5/ ofyzel tisl vt 2ol

Asrstal .

"Associative anaphoric uses' and 'Surrounding situational uses'
are the usage types where both the proficiency groups shows low
accuracy rate. 'Associative anaphoric uses' is more complex usage
than 'Anaphoric uses' and is not particularly taught in the
classroom.

% dd¥ Ug §W W CFEA Y SUe Jof W2 9 B
4 B JEAte] Fo gHoR sl A @t olUd 89S
nesha, ol% guel Wl JFEs} e e olF $ue, BY £
2By B g5 BES BAA, 948 /9 BEEY) BEoR B 5
sieh,

Song I Park(200D)€ 7' §e] £ oo WAAE fAE

Asle ejsa olv).

" Song ¥} Park(2001)& HAS0] o5 WS WA A L FES Ealo]
AHE Ao FAU

S of-olqel 9@ EA Sl tE B =R TAY =] e e 4L
ZF33t7) whe
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‘Appositives' is the usage where both the low and the high group
showed low accuracy rate. This can be attributed to the fact that
this usage type is not highly frequented, and thus the students have
little chance to be exposed to this kind of usage.

o o8 =7 e AgEs ey
oJelg AFe ols 54 4ol By wg wd Tae By e %A
AelEe] Qb W3k WHE ApEel g Ao o Hnt

S ol B v BEL wSH wHAA WMol mrk Be AzblA
Aun, A% AR FANAE gol JuAtel ol 54% no gy
EEE ERMES SROE = AFYE

2 'English Grammar in Use
erd WS xHsta Q.
Quirk et al.(1985)2] 'A Comprehensive Grammar of the English
Language'9lA]= A 5 & 'Nouns and Determiners'® LFojA HAALES
O3l ok, o o] w3 AAIE AL #E Tes qE THoE
A Aol

(1) Immediate situation

(2) Larger situation (general knowledge)

(3) Anaphoric reference: direct

(4) Anaphoric reference: indirect

(5) Cataphoric reference

(6) Sporadic reference

(7) The 'logical' use of the

(8) The use of the with reference to body parts

9 & e ‘P4 8’ £ (anaphoric reference: indirect)
‘g FEHesfA’ 3 'English Grammar in Use'odlA s AFHA &grd
Aoz g2 1 gdoltt

Alec bought a new bicycl/e but found that the frame was scratched.
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orA ABE Az ol Song T Park(2001)9] AFol mpEw, o] Lo
Fael Qo] SEAEAAA e At BaE FRoln,

dol F#Atel WS Hu SgH AZdA gE LIS ZE Berry
(1993)9] 'Collins Cobuild English Guides 3: Articles'®= QUt}. o]
o Al 4 FoA HAIAAES vFa =, g2 o] E3lo AA =

B Ves FE 23S Fol AL Aot

(1) Referring to a particular thing

(2) Referring back to something mentioned before
(3) Something mentioned before using another noun
(4) Things associated with a previous mention

(5) Surrounding situation

(6) Wider situations

(7) Referring to unique items

(8) Nouns with quantification

(9) Nouns qualified by an 'of '-phrase

(10) Superlative adjectives

(11) Unique adjectives

(12) Using the definite article at the beginning of stories
(13) Stressed 'the' meaning 'best'

A &Y Zhed 5 (D9 B A dE WY FE4 AR &N
o siFet=s Ao HAed £H ZlEdM s ALEHAY FE ot

olAl Al et ol TgrEAte] A 5o o sl
Fol7t Bt gyt Jo] FgFAES AdAbe] o7 & Thed
L s A7 2 vbd = g2 54 &9 gk
Azt vk ok =9 &S AIAA TEY oE R 2HES
Aelstd, stEAES ( JE e '3} 'English Grammar in Use'
olgrh) ¥ g A TleEHo UAA FE &l disjx
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Falo|Ante] oyl RS ¥EH o7 gFe FIAAME AQHo
ol ofutxE 'TZ &Hol $AdF olf=E mAEHIAY =& HES
Fgrow Adud vg Fastthal J1IAHA gr] wWiteldta & & 9l
AR dg &Y ‘FEAH A §HES— w4 &Rde dE-EWHs
xAAor oE ¥ 2IH AR ‘aggEwaid’ I 'English
Grammar in Use' &< &¥H S #d TdNAME 2o A & ol &
T 8ol W S o

o] &We w3 Wy ‘A3 " 5EAS Adu. =, F oA £33
ALEE APAL SHE kA wgo| A ‘address’ ©F ¥HH @3 HHU}
EAHEAES dAGH. o & AdE oldgt Y &> ‘XA
5402 BEslste] =ellj7]7F A &t

A 8 & ol ‘wat Wey oA 5A4L, EFET §H9
‘A BRI gz AuRd, o F=ERY

New York is the largest city in the world.
My office is the room on your right.

A e AA HAEE
A5AA el Garte] gel 5
gaL, W ox s BHo : 7
AR ol HAF FE—largest olgt= TFRAel EA -3 e H
7 oo WAl 3o EAs LR

FA s ERstAvE A 54 -3 gEAn.

0 ggatel gy shedEs Weld g 29 tigte], Quirk et al.(1985)&
oS ge dHs Frtsta 9l
Given that the use of the relies on shared knowledge, there are several
ways in which the identity of the referent may be determined or
'recovered' by the hearer, as we shall see in 5.28ff.
= Ayt 2= Asls oldEly] Y= wEale] AREZ F5dholok
shzdl, o 2 ArAbe]l o] wa Wty Wy wAnel g ojva
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oAl MAA ZWeld FAHOE A7 molol s BAlE ALY
ga w4 542 AY FaA 2252 F8 AN
dde BEL oW FuAelA ATT AN st Rolth. @ AA
gl @t wWSE Y BPe smE o)E5g
2 5= 9
: DI &
= o

= s
dd8 WS 98 54 xde Fo ESss AAsm 9
BHW, ‘A Ug £ 2L FEH PR §9 59 2= 9 ol
w3t 71%0] olo] Y,
e F BEst olF S Seehtd owWd mgol @ & e
WE WA Eqon BSsus il P PRI oz Bug
He gt $uste 9Y, 22 4A9 @933 539 Jlec A9
§We TEHOR seud AT, AW Ug S o Ao} ofE
EE ERER R

sl lA® A SWE Aw UE ol SAOR HHHs)
AASE Aoz, &4 An U Spel AEe 9% TR
MEe ATAGT 1) ol|Y. 2 AEe SHARAE AR e oy
g AIE AT EW ohe o §Wel dojn S4o], A
4oz 2255 @Y SPAshs e, 4o A 9 wee
ol FAREY) Wl Z, AEAERAE BE Wy S A%
g BEyont g §99 292 ANHCE G5 o,

Sofw, 98 g 948 duE gt $We BeHoR AN 4
Qi thE gete Tolol Q27 EUE @ 7 AsHe os el
FAH 2YAE A WAL F3 AASE Aotk I o] Were
& EEAel W %e Aoz dafd. SugRAn of 4We
shtsht TAR QAF Fstol oslok 3] WRoIM, o|F % sHsH
Sl BH FIHoEE S5 AA FsEA $e FE vk B
ek, o)Al e AAME oUW olEled FRT £ At vk HAs

H7|& 3o},

o,

kel gw  bed @i Aws #dd gWe wE odd 5
oz BEssle] Udsy] FEUY o nel,



78 Yang, Hyun-Kwon

. RSEHES AZ0M 2 Ho| FYZA B

Aol talrs et Jojst 53] Jojoju 3}

ﬁ}%% ol AAEY fh. 2y ¥ WE&S
FHEHo 7 V& Y TdAdAME olE AT AFRE ALY HAH
540 = Jidstate] AAskaL gt

Quirk et al. (1985)o- &= H#ALe] &l e AlE v TS

7E2 A AR

The definite article the is used to mark the phrase it introduces
as definite, i.e., as referring to someone which can be identified
uniquely in the contextual or general knowledge shared by speaker
and listener.

Quirk et al. (1985)°] w=w, A¥ALe] &
‘knowledge shared by speaker and listener'
3 432 'The Grammar Book'olA 7}#]-2

548 237 Ador sEstan vt

Io—ﬂl_l_u

=
E

o]
A

Basically, you use the when you think your listener will be able
to identify the thing you are referring to, whether or not it has
been explicitly referred to before. Otherwise, you use a or an (if
you are referring to one thing using a count noun).

ool Qg® AmAel ud olslE FESW, dolel (MEFHA
gHomAe) Arael Bde AFHE uae 4 b5A o (3R
HApapelol) AAAGE Holh: olgel A of AdE AAE U 34
s oletm REslm @t de wsw, (NFFA §EoEAe)
et Ay pAe, xgs’ gweld Ale® §eld, Uy
34 7bs4’ olehs Aot

Bowre Aede 584 ohae B2 AL Folrtm gl
has 2ol sk ulgol wedsolor 3 Alkelad Bk, 53, (Fa)

O

J

N
-

1 gmate) gwe] @3t olelek 2mA 7Eel o]l Collins Cobuild English

Guides 3: Articles o= #|A ¥ o] O/lﬂ‘r 3 A A Ay 2w, ALY
3 o2 AY3

H|ZE=A A 2H S ‘identifiable'o] = /fd o= ot #HH Hawk1ns(1978)°ﬂ’\1
A ZEE Zog Ht



eyl Awg) Agd g¥dl WE dHs 57 AsAE Awal
wAzAe WY A e & S WsoR E9g Fart o

oA w3t o], Aybabel & shedl @ weta gdd e
22318 Bako] wsay] o] WEe TAH webe Fael Y LS
Aol st & el glrh. wAlt w8 wWet guel Uys wdd
2 shdshbe FAH wEe Gk st dol WESH IR
ot ARH o Ae Brhssths Holt

o), BAA den Med Aty 54 0@ 2AE sdshe
getom Z8d £ vk &, SdHAR solg Al V1R Y om
W B ke & oA gemm Auatel BAH A4S Hu
AAHQ WAom el s Wl =& F F Atk ¥ Song I Park

93 W dn gwel Sue w1 e, oY

"Associative anaphoric uses' and 'Surrounding situational uses'
are the usage types where both the proficiency groups shows low
accuracy rate. 'Associative anaphoric uses' is more complex usage
than 'Anaphoric uses' and is not particularly taught in the
classroom. In addition, it is the usage type that more systematic
teaching on the definite article is called for since the concept,
"identifiability' seems required to understand this usage type.

FAAL B Eoluslz ax. e Qo AHE W b A
Be gz AgH e ool

You live in Paris. The address is in your passport.

ool Al i=el@ Aat gol, Flo] AE SWE Ay g ok 57
zEaste] A Aot A5 FI AT FRE wge

oy gg bede s @gel m=dskedl glold, o el sk bed
AL QRN 5 Yok F, AAHOR FRI Y%A 2 Al By
349 Jpsolehs Aol st bsdst she Holt

[e)
Mgyt oishel 2]5o) w8 ah(o]
1 871 2 solel A AREea
al
(e}

£

R T
Ao PAATY. oldF AT Wiyt BFd Aolehy, ol Ay} wg
fol Avmolel & Fad A YA B A lEE AYe ojwd
2 Suae] oA e GwA =En BET AA el

o . ¥9 ofX
v g )
ol

o
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AN w7 o HT),
2A4 4L o g
Aol @A sk g
ol statd W, AeAll W@ st &
THedol wobdith, olEHW, At A ddets Adem ‘ot
44 HsA & A4 SHEARAE AW g SHoR 29 4

o
i—l‘,
X
)
o
t
o
i
2
Y,

A B SY =1 =3
FAROR e FAAANE oHF Yo TAD 5 93
9L, ot 2 AwAll WE o, v

)

1A LB
oA 7E obyh, By AAARD AhdelM JhgE = d5s ov
=2 oleRt ek Aleld’ &Wnto]l oiyet AE’ Foll= AHEH
o IFGEUAM o Hute] Fa §HoR ANE YRS $7L

2ot}

ofm] L& WALE HEo| &
Here is a glass, some water, three coins. Watch! I put the water
into the glass, then drop the coins one by one into the water.

EIE SWE Aol AN QoA uagn 5yorAd
By B bsd ol 2ge TR SEAES 4uAd BAs ny

e
rE
o
4
2
>,
o
S
rlo

= et o] FgFAEA

ol =7t & Ayt 54 WS Hup agdo=m IEehA sk

B2 S olo A, Song ¥ Park(2001)¢] A+ Autol

=l tistd 5ol ‘FF &HI ‘of-of ol ogk EA3)
55 HYdE AFsisiTt.

, SF AolA 4y 2

&

And he wrote a book with the title, 'The Summing Up.'

°of &¥e WKV AF b EEAQL UL FRUYA? RS 9
AArE TA FLoA AR =¥ XH— ‘The Summing Up'—o] 19
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O Zd—title— 9 AA S Boh FAIH SR et 7e s e
e TgFstA she Aot . w4 FEol AYe 2EA ogn EAS
Al st obEe] AAALY EHAH SEAHomA ‘Ot FA Tt &
grEetAl stH, ‘T 8ol digk stEe Hoh AAAS] ZIRE fellA
o]Fo]d 4 k= Ho|t}.
‘of-o] el ojgk EAs) & diEiA L fFARSE AMS T 5 Q.
L& o] £ oE Song ¥ Park(2001)9 A 7}A-& Ao|t},

The bottom of the sea

&2 o] 899 g5/t ojefwel td Song ¥ Park(2001)¢] #-zo|t.

1o

However, 'Nouns qualified by of-phrase' was found to be the usage
type where the two groups have rather low competence around 60%.
If the students have ever had the interlanguage rule, 'putting

‘the’ before nouns qualified by the following phrase,' they seem
to be in the stage where they know that there exist cases where they
should not put 'the' before nouns qualified by of-phrase but do not
fully understand where they should not.

gel el At gol, of-ol Tk 1 el o WA AL FAtE A%
A WAL el ABAE ZollE Shm RABAF 2eslw wth

T2 AEGEHEa’ oA ka2 Aotk

SHE of+mAFel FAS we BAL duimE @ A
Eqshe kel nhel gale] Yobe 9ebd & Qo

The result of the competition will soon be announced.

cf. as a result of the war

dol GHAENA ‘of-ol el % 543 gl FLeAs ofeld T
ol fi=, ol| Aol WA WA kol ATAIL 2oln E oW gl
BAPAIE ALGE7] Btk ArAle] W& ol gloiM Uy 34
A e BEHY o BAIS SRR
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A ol At Y 574 425 &
AgHET ] g dold e Fud 5 e o)y WE

o e
o X

s, Awre wo ZEdow dHsA a7 AdAE Foute
EEATIEEE % ulgol Estelor Bk, b oleld ol
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SaAl =7l fsiAE FETE AAALY] AdojA EAS—IH Y
o] HFo] ofygt—<lo] HWEHQl AAA oA oldstE e w=H
sttt =, Fo9 AW K 5SS HU g&AoRE
E AIAE AAC dg o7t Aotk ¥ &+
g AAA oldl= v FHAARS] S5 W

ofuth. FHA2008) = ‘2SS 93 FH(Pedagogical Grammar)
gk tietow ‘wSEHE(Educational Grammar) =  Arstsdch.  o]d

2w ojxe] W&o g AF 7eAS =017 ddME Fortgx
o] @A T ¥W AR iy AAF olsrt LFEHo|th. w3
WwEEHE mEd, F3 AR 92 ool dde] Wi AAHA ol
ol=ro] WAE Huh Yol FE A Aol FHT F d EA
71Hke] H T}

AIEH

e, (2001). Todolabe] AACl F59 HAAly . A& AHESAL.
Askd. (1991).  gFro] FExp9] o] FAE APE9] QFe] HE

HIALERY] =i, SgiEtnl, A,

8. (1987). TaggwHEds . g, BFdAL

w718k, (1994). &l =ZA]e]  Fof FAL T]se FFo] #ek HT”
HALEEQ] =i, AguiEtal, g,

A&7 (1980). Yol Srxte]  Q4Fo] HE ¢4 HRALeRY] =R

Augs @, A5,
FAW,  (2008). WEEHEL Qo] g, F@A, AIT(A).
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