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A Study on the Formation of European Identity

Cho Hong Sik

Visiting Professor of Beijing Foreign Studies University

This article aims at analyzing the process of identity formation at the European
Union level. It begins by examining whether a so-called European identity exists at
all. Actually, an identity represented by a sense of belonging and a consciousness of
solidarity towards Europe and Europeans has been reinforcing and is not necessarily
in contradiction with existing national identities. It nevertheless should be
underlined that, in electoral periods where certain political forces chose to define
Europe and nations in contradictory terms, there are temporary clashes between
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them. The perceptions concerning Europe’s future are various, from that of an
international cooperation system to those of international power or a model of
cosmopolitan federation. Second, Europe is in full process of identity formation.
How to define Europe in history? Where are the spatial limits of Europe? What is
European? These debates about the European identity are as much fluid and
conflictual as most of the debates about identity. Third, Europe defines itself as a
successful model of politics and economy in its relationship with others and tries to
promote its own way, that of a regional integration. Finally, to have a more
comprehensive understanding of the European identity formation, one should
examine in detail the interactions between macropolitical integration and the
micropolitical strategy of identity formation.
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