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The Japanese as ‘inferior race’ and the "mystified’

Empire of Japan:
Gaps between race ideology and cultural propaganda in the Third Reich

Lee Kyung-Boon

Institute of Japanese Studies. Seoul National University

In Nazi Germany the Japanese and the half-blooded Japanese were discriminated
as ‘inferior race.” This became a serious problem when the Japanese Empire formed
military alliance with the Third Reich in 1940 and 1941, not only because the Japan
protested against racial discrimination of its people in Germany, but also because it
was disadvantageous for the German government from a propagandistic point of
view.

This study explores questions about the gaps between the cultural propaganda,
especially the matter of alliance events in 1942, the race politics of Nazis there and
how the Nazis worked with the gaps, and puts them concretely in four dimensions;
gaps between race ideology and daily life, between race ideology and war
propaganda, between propaganda and propaganda and between politics and the
practice.

I quote and analyze the following German texts;

MeldungenausdemReich (ReportsfromtheThirdReich) a report drafted by Nazi
secret service SD (Sicherheitsdienst) spies about the opinions of the general German
people from winter 1939 until summer 1943, especially the report “Opinions of
citizens about Japanese” (1942. 8. 11) and the Japan materials of Bundesarchiv
Koblenz (R64 1V/ 31, 63, 90, 180, 193, 210) which contain accounts of the situation
of the discriminated Japanese and the anniversary concert of national foundation of
Manchukuo (September 1942), a propagandistic event in Berlin.

Key Words: race politics of Nazi Germany, war propaganda of Germany and
Japan, Ekitai Ahn, the anniversary concert of national foundation of
Manchukuo, cultural propaganda of Nazis, Reichsmusikkammer
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