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20. The White House, “President Calls for a New Palestinian Leadership,” June 24,
2002 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/06/20020624-3 . html, 7 <:
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21. U.S. Department of States, “A Performance-Based Road map to a Permanent
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The Middle East Peace Negotiations and the US

Sheen Seong-Ho

Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

The Israel-Palestine conflict has evolved around many actors. It includes
neighboring arab countries, the general arab world, and Israeli settlers in the
occupied territories as well. The complex dynamics of interaction among and within
these various actors creates fundamental challenges for the efforts for the Middle
East peace. And the challenges are even more complicated by a myriad of issues
involving territorial, national, ethnic, religious, and socio-political conflict among
those actors. After three major wars between Israel and neighboring Egypt, Jordan,
and Syria, there have been efforts to make a peace in this region. The United States
has led the difficult peace negotiations since the 1978 Camp David Talks initiated by
President Jimmy Carter. Since then Israel made a peace agreement with Egypt and
Jordan, and agreed to a two state solution acknowledging the Palestinian authority.
Yet, each agreement had to experience a set back and the challenge of implementing
the deal. In particular, the Israeli settlers inside supposedly Palestinian territory of
the West Bank has become a major obstacle to the two state solution as they refuse
to evacuate from the land they claim their home after decades of settlement. The
division among the moderates and the conservatives in Israeli domestic politics
makes the issue very much contentious. Add to that, the infight over Palestine
leadership between Hamas in Gaza Strip and the Palestine Authority led by
President Mahmoud Abbas in the West Bank further acerbate the conflict. The
involvement of foreign influence, in particular, by the Syrian and the Iranian
government makes the situation even more complicated. As a result, the US role in
peace negotiations has been limited at best.

Key Words: Israel, Palestine, US Foreign Policy, Middle East, Peace Process,
Negotiations
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