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ABSTRACT
Fusion of Horizons between Dialogue and Phronesis

Jeong, Yeon-Jae

The purpose of this article is to argue that Hermeneutics, as
theoretical and practical task representing Gadamer’s Philosophy,
was built upon the basis of Greek Philosophy. More specifically,
this article aims to clarifying the essential feature of Gadamer’s
Philosophy on the basis of Platonic-Aristotelian unity of effect.

H.-G. Gadamer confirmed through his analysis of the Socratic
Question of the Good that Platonic dialectic and Aristotelian ethics
had much in common. The results of this analysis gave birth to the
new term “Dialectical Ethics” as a reflection of the commonality of
the philosophies.

Gadamer investigated Platonic dialectic in a practical and ethical
context. Both the open-ended and ethical character of Platonic
philosophy are reflected, he observed, in its dialectical form. He
proposed that dialogue was essential to promote continuous
questioning and that in the process of debate, Phronesis provided
the driving force. In the last analysis, I claim that Gadamer’s
Dialectical Hermeneutics gropes for the infinite questionary route

when considering the essential finitude of human existence.

Keywords: Dialectical Ethics, Platonic-Aristotelian Unity of Effect,

Socratic Question of the Good, Phronesis
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