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Abstract

William Stueck and the Korean War

Chang Joon OK
(Seoul National University)

This thesis aims to reevaluate William Whitney Stueck’s study, who is
well known for The Korean War: An International History, from the
perspective of historiography. Stueck’s study which emphasizes the international
aspect of Korean War has been introduced to Korean academia as an
opposing view to that of Bruce Cumings. However, the main argument of
this study is that the whole picture of Stueck’s study cannot be fully
understood with the existing frame of Traditionalism and Revisionism. This
study focuses on Stueck’s critical approach on the policy of United States
toward Korea just before the outbreak of Korean War as his biggest
academic contribution. Stueck reviewed the policy of Unites States toward
Korea generally, and examined several conditions of the outbreak of Korean
War. Through this work, he was able to newly discover the third issue

group which would exceed Traditionalism and Revisionism.
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