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ofF= Hrt g7 Aoz Fojul= AS =& WYt obdel, FAE gt
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S22 Bo) AN, B W ojulgh o] ofsfElx SIEofo} sk

%

FA A= FelAre] Adrgo] qrefekAlgl Aoln ale /e 2
oz ofsfisial siME 4 = E2 o]

QoM REE] o9 oA HFS QlBIhe 2 11 FEof ‘qhelshE
QP FEAAPE AHA o= sefux] fE Aol BIsteq, olefgh Hase] W]
= 18l BIste] qroAre] Aol Hrp [3£A]Q] RRefeRAQl A /d
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{Key conceptsy: verbalization of pain, Korean medicine clinics, medical
discourse, medical interaction (medical encounter), language
and senses, translation, regimentation

“Kwan” the ‘Pain’:
Verbalization of ‘Pain’ in the Language Use in Korean Medicine

Clinics

Lee, Hyemin*

How do people talk about their pain, and how is their pain being
verbalized? This study attempts a linguistic anthropological analysis on
language use in local Korean Medicine clinics in South Korea in order
to examine linguistic construction of ‘pain,” otherly put, the verbalization
of ‘pain.” This study explores two categories on verbalization of pain:
the primary and the secondary. The primary process is translating the
senses of pain into communicative forms. By the language ideology and
Korean Medicine ways of sense-experience, verbose, descriptive,
synesthetic, and symbolic expressions become possible and furthermore,
are encouraged. For instance, figurative speeches, or expressions with
similes and metaphors, are prominently applied by both doctors and
patients. Especially for doctors, citing classical Korean Medicine texts
or applying nonverbal acts are customarily employed. The secondary

verbalization process is the regimentation of verbalized expressions in

* Researcher, Institute of Cross-Cultural Studies, Seoul National University.
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medical interactions. This reflects the reconstruction of expressions,
meanings, and interpretations of pain through doctor-patient interactions.
Patient-orientedly verbalized at first, the pain gets rearranged into the
doctor-oriented language and knowledge as the medical communication
is unfolded. This ethnography argues to highlight on processual aspects
of the pain verbalization. It is necessary to understand that the pain
verbalization is not an automatic nor stable transformation done through
a single way of speaking; rather, the study stresses the process of pain
verbalization as a complex, dynamic, social process done through
participants’ conflicts, negotiations, fine-tuning on expression, meaning,

and knowledge on the pain.
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