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ABSTRACT

A Study on Shim Dae-yoon’s Concept of
the Mean (/i)

Kim, Jae-Hwa

The main purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the dual significance of
Shim Dae-yoon’s(JL K7, 1806~1872) concept of the Mean(*'Jf): the
moral standard of society(#8) and the theory of self-cultivation. Zhuxi’s(4
#, 1130~1200) concept of the Mean is more of a theory of the Mind and
Nature, shedding light on a larger frame how the Sages can expand his
weifa[ K 9%] nature onto the phenomena of the yifa[ Z.9%]. On the other hand,
Shim’s concept has two-fold significance: 1) the #4 that the Sages have
established as a permanent social code founded on zhdng["'] they have
discovered while responding to the phenomena with an unbiased mind. 2)
the theory of self-cultivation for which a man who seeks to cultivate himself
strives while curbing his desire and creating a balance with others, accepting
the & established by the Sages as H' in his mind while meditating the aim of
#4: the harmony of the entire society. On the whole, Shim, after diagnosing
the cause of social chaos as individual desire[#X] for gain[F|] and fame[ %],
prescribes a theory of self-cultivation as a means of achieving virtue[#&],
offering zhong-shu( ‘&%) as what is public and just(ZA) in order to curb the
desire for gain, with the Mean('J#) as humbleness(##) to control the desire

for fame, all while aiming for balance and stability of the entire society.



Atizo SE(FE) HE A+ 191

Subject Class: Korean Philosophy, Confucianism of the Late Joseon
Period

Keywords: Shim Dae-yoon (¥t.k7), Mean (941§), zhong-shu (JE1),

Fame (#), Gain (F]), Humbleness (i), Public and Just (43)





