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[ABSTRACT]

Cho, Nong-Ok —Female Singer of Pansori
during former half of 20c

Shin, Eun-Joo
(Asistant Preofessor, Dep, of Korean Music, College of Arts Chonbuk National University)

In the former half of 20c, in the various fields of our traditional music, female
singers were emerged and led a new cultural trend. In Pansori area also, female
singers were emerged en masse and typical great singers like Park, Rok-Ju, Lee,
Hwa-Joongseon, Kim, So-Hee were turned out. However, female singers who were
known to the public at present among numerous great singers having been emerged
during those times are extremely limited. Cho, Nong-Ok who is the target of this
study also left a lot of achievements while engaging in a positive activity including
radio broadcasting, theater performance and record sales but as she closed her
activity earlier after 1950, she was not well known to National traditional music

circle at present.

Through the record left by Park, Hwang so far, it was learned that original
name of Cho, Nong-Ok was Cho, Cho-Hyang, born in Seoul in 1920, started to
learn pansori at Choseon seongak yeonguhoe(Society for Traditional Korean Vocal
Music) from the age around 8 years old, engaged in an activity of Chang-Geuk-Jwa
that is directly controlled by Choseon seongak yeonguhoe and learned a lesson

under Song, Man-Gap and Jeong, Jeong-Ryol but actually, original name of Cho,
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Nong-Ok is Cho, Pan-Soon and it is presumed that ‘Cho-Hyang’ was once used
as stage name before using a stage name of ‘Nong-Ok’.

In addition, she was born in Namwon, Jeonbuk around 1920, not Seoul and
migrated to Seoul together with her family in order to learn pansori extensively
in former half of 1930s and she first experienced pansori at Namwon, not Seoul.
Pansori learning at Namwon is presumed to be made from Kim, Jeong-Moon of
Namwon Gisaeng cooperative but its accurate record is unable to be confirmed
and after coming up to Seoul, she learned pansori not only from Song, Man-Gap
and Jeong, Jeong-Ryol but also from Lee, Dong-Bacek.

Cho, Nong-Ok engaged in her activity by belonging to Choseon seongak
yeonguhoe and activity in Chang-Geuk-Jwa is also confirmed as her name is
appeared in Ist joint central performance of three Changgeuk circle including
Choseon seongak yeonguhoe, Chang-Geuk-Jwa and Hwarang. However, in a
performance based on Choseon seongak yeonguhoe, name of Cho, Nong-Ok is
confirmed only in Myeongchang contest in 1936 and 1940 but besides, her name
is not found in Changgeuk performance record during 1930~40s of Choseon
seongak yeonguhoe. In other words, it seems that she neither played her role in
Choseon seongak yeonguhoe from its foundation nor played a pivotal role in
changgeuk activity.

Cho, Nong-Ok made a steady appearance in Gyeongseong broadcasting station
starting from April 14, 1935 to 1945 and in 1937, recorded Danga and Pansori
at Columbia record company. It was confirmed that she must have learned pansori
from Jeong, Jeong-Ryol as she enjoyed singing <Gangsange Dung-dung> most
willingly among Danga. And besides, she seemed to practice various pansoris as
record shows that she sang 9 Dangas including <Namwon Sanseong>, <Euhwa
cheongchoorn>, <Daejangbu Han>, <Woondam Poonggyeong>. As for Pansori, she

learned Noon Daemok(a major part) of five Batang evenly including
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Choonhyangga.

Being also versed in Jeokbyeokga that is seldom sung by female singers, she
left <Dongnampoong> and <Hwalssoneunde> as record and performed
<Samgochoryeo> for total 6 times by making an appearance in broadcasting
station. In other words, it is considered that her pansori work was more advanced
when comparing with other female Pansori singers from Gisaeng cooperative at
that time. Besides, she was also skilled in singing <Yukjabaegi>,
<Heung-Taryong>, <Gaegori Taryong>, <Boryeom> that are Jabga and folk
music.

After 1950s, she was mainly engaged in female Gukgeuk activity with Cho,
Geum-Aeng, Cho, Seong-Sil (Cho, Geum-Rye), her younger sisters and died from
chronic disease in 1971. Cho, Geum-Aeng also died from chronic disease in 2012
while engaging in a positive activity as a typical character of female Geukgeuk
and at present, Cho, Seong-Sil is engaging in an activity occasionally at Okdang

Gookgeuk Bojonhoi.

[Keywords] Cho, Nong—Ok, Cho, Geum—Aeng, Choseon seongak yeonguhoe(Society for Traditional

Korean Vocal Music), Changgeuk, Gookgeuk, female Pansori singer



