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Abstract

King Jeongjo’s Publication of Imbeonjechong and Examination

Questions

Park, Hyun Soon

King Jeongjo published various books related to civil service examination during his
reign. Among them, Imheonjechong was a book that involved exam questions set by the
king himself for civil service exams, literary exams for scholars affiliated with the royal
library, Kyujanggak, and Confucian academy, Songgyungwan, exams. Therefore, this book
will show the tendency of exam questions by Jeongjo.

King Jeongjo believed that fine exam subjects should be set first in order to have
candidates submit fine writings. Exam questions in [mheonjechong include contents of
study and styles of writing required for the officials and scholars by Jeongjo who
particularly emphasized the role of a scholar-king.

This study is a basic research on Imheonjechong. It will first examine the purpose of
the book’s publication and its usage, and then move on to analyze the tendency of exam
questions set by king Jeongjo. Through this study, we can understand that king Jeongjo

aimed for practical writings apart from writings particular to civil service examinations.

Key words : Imheonjechong, Examination Questions, Scholars affiliated with the royal
library, Songgyungwan, Civil service examination



